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Aunt. That seemed to be trifling, because it was la a matter of such, consequence, as ought not to be trifled with.
Niece. It was so: but he went yet further; he entreated her, he begged of her to take away a thing so irksome from him, and which was so much a hlnderance to his duty: he told her, that had her servant been a mere ignorant, untaught creature, he should have had no difficulty upon him, but rather it would be an encouragement to do his duty, in hopes of being an instrument of opening her eyes: but for a mocker at religion, and one that not only despised religion itself; but mocked at others for it, this made the case differ exceedingly, and he knew not how to get over it.
Aunt. And would not such, arguments as those move her ?
Niece. Truly, not so much as they should have done.
Aunt. And pray what was the consequence of it?
Niece. Truly, madam, the consequences were bad many ways: for, first, it kept the lady and her husband in very ill terms with one another for near two years: and, secondly, that unhappy creature bantered all the other servants of the family out of the little religion they had, and indeed made them all like herself.
Aunt. And where did it end ?
Niece. Why, madam, besides this, it broke and put an end to all good order, and to the worship of God in the family ; I mean to all family worship.
Aunt. What dreadful work was that! What, and does it continue so still ?
Niece. No, madam. Her husband, who is a very religious gentleman, could not content himself with living in that manner with his family, and not being